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PROGRAIM NOTE

WE, THE PEOPIES was written to commemorate the 50th anniversary of
the signing of the United Nations Charter, Programmatic in ils
conception, the work begins with a chorale symbolizing the strength,
peacefulness and continuity of everyday life, This is interrupted
by a call to arms from the brass, representing leaders who wish to
better conditions for their own particular nation or ethnic group.,
Goaded by the brass, the orchestra gradually moves toward war: the
snare drum beats on inexorably, the tempo gradually accelerates,
fragments of national anthems clamor to be heard above each other,
(Since most of my impressions of World War II come from the European
Theater, I have included parts of the German, French and Italian
anthens as well as the Communist "Internationale" and a three-bar
combination of "The Star-Spangled Banner" and the Army-Air Force
song,) Orchestral textures thicken, the dynamics build, casualties
are suggested by the sound of ambulance sirens in the horns, and
Tinally war disintegrates into chaos--a 30-second aleatoric section
that ends with the chorus screaming as if to say enough is enough.
In an effort to break the cycle of war, the chorus then sings the
Freamble to the UN Charter, The orchestra celebrates this birth of
a world community dedicated to "sav(ing) succeeding generatipﬁé?
from the scourge of war" and reaffirming "faith in fundaméﬁ%ai
human rights, in the dignity and worth of the péxrson, in ’t,he"'ﬁ;|
Zéﬁgn\h all "Wiiﬁ bfrﬁ
And that celebration should be the end of ;ﬁéhplec o 0 earq
have passed, there have been good ti g“é;d bad ujghéﬁ§eé and

equal rights of men and women and of nations 1

failures, As a postscript, the chorus Slnrs a tLon of Dag
Hammarskjold's speech of acceptance of a s %hierm as secretary
general of the UN:

"The many, who, together, form this Organization--peoples,
governments and individuals--share one great res ponsibility,
Future generations may come to say of us that we never achieved
what we set out to do, May they never be entitled to say that
we falled because we lacked faith or permitted narrow self-
interest to distort our efforts,"

WE, THE PEOPLES is dedicated to Harold Stassen, last remaining
Amerlcan signer of the UN Carter,




We the peoples/ Nows, peuples/ Mu, wapodor / Nosotns (25 pusbfos

detevmined / vesolus/ npeucnoanermume pewumocrw/ resusltos

to save suteeding generations from the scourge of way,

which twice in owr fefime has brought untold sovvow...,

and to veaffivm faith in Fundamental numan vights,

in the dignity and worth of the human person,

in the equal vights of men and women and of nations lavge and small,...

and fov thest ends/ o a ces Pins/ w b amux yeans/ y con tales
finalidaden

to pradice 4olevance and (ko) live together’ in peace with one anothey..,

to unite ouv strength 1o maintain ifernational peace and security,

to ensuve..thal avmed Povee shall nof be used, save in the common
tevest, ..

(and to pvomote) 41t teonomne and soual advancement of all peoples,

have vesolved / avons decide/ pewsuaw/ hemss decidido

to combine/ d'wssocier/ o8t durums/ aunay

ow' thfords Lo accomplish thest aims. C

Accordingly, owr vespective governmints, hiave agieed to the

prosent  Chavter... and do heveby sstablish, an’infernatidnal

ovgan(;a!cuén ko be Known a5 (O7) N NG
06 Nations Unies/ las Naciones W igic_ié/ l%ﬁ’iﬁgﬂ%ﬁbu@ Ho,u,uu/
the United Nations. Y

From the Preagiblefo the UN Chavter

The many who, togefher; fovm 4hia Organization - peoples, goveraments
and mdividuals - shave one great vesponsibility. Futuse genevations
may come to say of us thal we never achicved whet we set out
to do. May they never be entified s say #hat we failed because

we lacked faith ov pevmitted novrow self-intevest to distort our
thiorts,

Dog Hammorskiold, in a stokement on his ve-tlection to asecond +erm as Secvetory-
Geneval of khe United MNotions, Segtember 1957,
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