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CiNco POEMAS DE BECQUER

Del Salon en el angulo oscuro...

Del salén en el angulo oscuro,
De su dueiia tal vez olvidada,
Silenciosa y cubierta de polvo
Veiase el arpa.

jCuanta nota dormia en sus cuerdas,
Como el pajaro duerme en las ramas,
Esperando la mano de nieve
Que sabe arrancarlas!

jAy! —pensé—, jcudntas veces el genio
Asi duerme en el fondo del alma,
Y una voz como Lézaro, espera
Que diga: “jLevantate y anda!”

Besa el aura que gime blandamente...

Besa el aura que gime blandamente
Las leves ondas que jugando riza;
El sol besa a la nube en Occidente
Y de purpura y oro la matiza;
La llama en derredor del tronco ardiente
Por besar a otra llama se desliza,
Y hasta el sauce, inclindndose a su peso,
Al rio que le besa, vuelve un beso.

Como la brisa que la sangre orea...

Como la brisa que la sangre orea
sobre el oscuro campo de batalla,
cargada de perfumes y armonias
en el silencio de la noche vaga;

simbolo del dolor y la ternura,
del bardo inglés en el horrible drama,
la dulce Ofelia, la razén perdida,
cogiendo flores y cantando pasa.

In a dark corner of the hall,
Forgotten perhaps by its mistress,
Silent and covered with dust

Was a harp.

What sound was sleeping in its strings
As a bird sleeps in the branches,
Waiting for the snowy hand
That knows how to pluck them!

Ah! —I thought—how often genius
Likewise sleeps in the depths of the soul,
Waiting, like Lazarus, for a voice
That would say, “Rise and come forth!”

The gentle breeze, which softly roars, kisses
The light waves which it playfully curls;
The sun kisses a cloud in the West
And tints it purple and gold;
A flame slides ardently-around a trunk
In order to kiss another flame,
And even the willow, bending under its weight,
To the river which kisses 1t, returns a kiss.

Eike.a breeze which freshens the blood
over the dark field of battle,
laden with perfumes and harmonies
wanders in the silence of the night;

symbol of sadness and tenderness,
in the awful play by the English bard,
sweet Ophelia, her reason lost,
passes, gathering flowers and singing.

(There’s rosemary, that’s for remembrance;
and there is pansies, that’s for thoughts.
There’s a daisy: I would give you some violets,
but they withered all when my father died.

Hey nonny nonny no.)
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Commissioned by the Bratnober family in honor of Harry L. Bratnober
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